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plan. It proclaimed that the mining properties were
outstations of jails. It appointed the mine-owners and
their European staffs as wardens. Thus it forced the
Indians to work the mines as part of their jail sentences.
This was slavery. The laborers refused to mine the
coal. They were brutally whipped, kicked, and abused
in other ways. But the poor laborers, non-resisting,
and practicing Satyagraha, patiently endured their
tribulations.

Meanwhile, appeals to the government in India had
brought pressure upon the government of South Africa
through the Home Office in London for a commission
to study the problem and adjudicate the controversy.
General Smuts agreed to the commission but refused
to go so far as to allow an Indian directly representing
the aggrieved parties to sit on it. This refusal was
again more than Gandhi could bear. The commission
could meet and settle the question, but he would not
appear before it or advise his followers to do so, nor
would he suspend Satyagraha until a satisfactory settle-
ment had been reached. Despite this handicap the com-
mission met and found for the Indians; and soon after-
ward a bill providing for the repeal of the Asiatic Act
and the poll tax, and recognizing all marriages recog-
nized in1 India, was introduced into the Parliament and
passed. Gandhi had won his victory.

Religious and Social Experiments in South Africa.
During this twenty-year period of intense political
activity he was also deepening his religious thinking,
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